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The Center for African Studies (CAS) at The Ohio State University (OSU) is seeking applications 
for fellowships for Academic Year 2014-2015 under the US Department of Education’s (US/ED) 
Title VI Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship program. These fellowships are 
available to all full-time undergraduate students in any department who are pursuing a course of 
study that requires foreign language and area studies training. The fellowships are expected to 
carry a stipend of $5,000 for the two semesters of the academic year. These awards also carry 
an authorization for tuition and fees of up to $10,000.  Subject to approval, FLAS fellowships may 
also be used for foreign language and area studies at other US or African institutions.   

 
Because FLAS Fellowships are language- and area studies-based, all recipients must be enrolled 
in appropriate language and area studies courses during the tenure of the fellowship. Swahili, 
Somali, Yoruba and Zulu are the African languages currently taught at OSU to which FLAS fel-
lowships can be applied.  Priority will be given to students who have taken at least one semester 
(3 credit hours) of African language or area studies courses, and who have not yet achieved na-
tive language proficiency.  Applicants should be in good academic standing.  
 
Academic year award recipients must register for a minimum of 6 credit hours each semester, 
including one classroom-taught language course and one area studies course.  Academic year 
award recipients may study abroad for all or part of the year, and are responsible for identifying 
appropriate programs and providing in detail the information required for completion of the appli-
cation and the Budget Estimate included in this application. All applicants must complete one of 
the Budget Estimates in the application. Academic year fellows are not eligible for travel awards.   
 
All FLAS Fellows must be US citizens or permanent residents.  
        
The US/ED’s overall objective for the FLAS Fellowship program is to produce experts in less 
commonly taught languages and area studies who are capable of contributing to the needs of the 
US government, and academic and business institutions. Lowest priority will be assigned to appli-
cants possessing language fluency equivalent to educated native speaker. Please note that all 
FLAS Fellows must have completed at least one full year of university level instruction in their 
language of award as a prerequisite for studying abroad. 

 
All FLAS fellows will take proficiency tests at the beginning and the end of their fellowship period 
to assess their starting level and gauge their progress in their chosen language.  The exams will 
be administered by the Department of African American and African Studies (AAAS) to determine 
their starting level.  Course placement decisions by the Department of AAAS are binding. Any 
concerns about the proficiency tests should be addressed to the department, not to CAS.  

 
All applicants are responsible for contacting the appropriate language and area studies depart-
ments at OSU and/or other universities in the US and abroad to confirm that the courses they 
wish to take will be offered in Academic Year 2014-2015.  
 
 
The awarding of African FLAS Fellowships for Academic Year 2014-2015 is contingent up-
on CAS’ successful application to the US/ED for funding in the next Title VI grant cycle, 
2014-2018.   

2014-2015 Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) 
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